
Washington’s legal marijuana industry has been active for 
more than four years and is rapidly maturing. The market has 
seen its ups and downs, with winners and losers becoming 
more apparent. The Washington State Liquor and Cannabis 
Board is fighting hard to maintain its grip in enforcing some of 
the most stringent regulations in the country, but that hasn’t 
stopped out of state and foreign companies from continuing to 
attempt to get a foothold in Washington. This seminar aims to 
explore existing legal issues that are particular to the legal 
cannabis industry in Washington, while also providing insight 
into what the future might hold. In addition to hearing from 
legal practitioners in areas ranging from employment to tax to 
real estate and investment, audience members will also receive 
an update on the rapidly expanding areas of hemp and CBD as 
well as some boots on the ground analysis from a licensed 
retailer and from a licensed cultivator and processor. The 
speakers come from a wide variety of backgrounds but will all 
focus on practical advice over esoteric legalese.

 

Who Should Attend:

Accountants
Attorneys
Banker/Creditors
Financial Planners
Municipal Employees
Government Employees
Farmer & Ranchers

Seminar Overview



Marijuana
Thursday, November 29, 2018

8:00 Breakfast ~ Sponsored by: 

8:30 Special Presentation By Salal Credit Union 
Sylvia See, Senior Business Officer

Salal Credit Union

8:50 Break 

9:00
PST

Introduction and Overview 
Robert McVay, Program Chair

Harris Bricken 

9:10 Federal Law and Regulatory Update 
Update on pending legislation and regulation from the DEA 
and FDA 

Joshua Ashby
Lane Powell PC

Sativa M. Rasmussen
Lane Powell PC

10:15 Break 

10:30 Taxes and the Treatment of Cannabis Income 
Federal tax overview; What can and cannot be deducted for a 
cannabis business; Important tax cases and current 
developments; Choice of entity; Practical considerations for 
operating a cannabis business 

Robert McVay
Harris Bricken 

11:15 Employment Law Issues in the Cannabis 
Industry 
Independent contractors vs. employees; Washington’s Equal 
Pay Act; Washington’s Sick Leave; Washington’s Ban-the-
Box Act; Off-work marijuana use 

Megan Vaniman
Harris Bricken

12:15 Midday Break 

1:30 Emerging Cannabis Litigation, Collections, and 
Receivership 
How to collect on a judgment against a marijuana business; 
Receivership vs. bankruptcy; Overview of receivership process 
and state regulatory hurdles; Litigation against municipalities; 
Partnership disputes; NIMBYs 

Kevin P. Hanchett, Founder
Resource Transition Consultants LLC

Lindsey J.  Weidenbach
Jeffers Danielson Sonn & Aylward PS

2:15 Securities and Investment 
Investing in the cannabis industry; Raising funds under current 
regulatory rules; Crowdfunding; Liability for investors; State 
rules affecting investment entry and growth   

Robert McVay
Harris Bricken 

3:00 Break 

3:15 Policy Considerations for Cannabis Legalization
Homegrow (personal non-commercial growing); WSLCB 
amnesty of hidden ownership rule violations; Loosening 
restrictions - reopening applications, no license caps, loosening 
out-of-state/country finance restrictions 

Sam Mendez
Cultiva Law

4:00 Ethical Considerations & Substance Abuse 
Practicing law is hazardous to your health. Lawyers have the 
highest rates of alcohol and substance abuse of any profession. 
We also suffer from higher rates of mental illness and suicide 
than doctors, dentists and the general public. Yet when we 
entered law school, our rates of substance abuse and mental 
illness were lower than the general population. What if our 
jobs are making us sick? Shouldn’t we do something about it 
as a profession? 

Philip Buri
Buri Funston Mumford PLLC

5:00 Adjourn 

Marijuana
Friday, November 30, 2018

9:00
PST

Welcome and Overview 
Robert McVay, Program Chair

Harris Bricken 

9:05 Case Studies: Boots on the Ground in the 
Industry 
Industry issues and perspectives from actual I-502 licensees; 
Production, processing, and retail logistics and dynamics; 
Regulatory compliance priorities; Navigating the WSLCB as a 
licensee  

Fitz Couhig, Chief Executive Officer 
Pioneer Nuggets

Oscar Velasco-Schmitz, Director/Co-Founder
Dockside Cannabis

10:00 Insurance in the Cannabis Industry 
Discussion of insurance issues unique to cannabis businesses, 
including how various insurers have embraced (or not) the 
cannabis industry; Potential coverage issues that have arisen in 
this area; What endorsements insurers are using to expand and 
limit the unique risks in this industry 

Jessica M.  Cox
Williams Kastner

Jerry B. Edmonds
Williams Kastner

10:45 Break 

11:00 Hemp and CBD Update 
Discussion of the legal status of hemp and products containing 
cannabidiol (CBD) derived from hemp under federal law; 
Examining the Controlled Substances Act’s definition of 
“marihuana” and how it has allowed for the import of products 
containing hemp and CBD; Analysis of the various approaches 
states take to regulate the cultivation of industrial hemp and the 
distribution of CBD 

Daniel Shortt
Harris Bricken

12:00 Real Estate and Land Use Concerns in the 
Cannabis Industry 
Discussion of law concerning vested rights and non-
conforming uses as applied to marijuana businesses; Local 
zoning and permitting concerns faced by licensees; Successful 
navigation of land use disputes 

Ryan C. Espegard
Gordon Thomas Honeywell LLP

12:45 Adjourn 



Robert McVay, Program Chair, is a partner with 
Harris Bricken. He advises businesses acting under 
Washington’s medical and recreational marijuana 
laws, advising them on licensing, regulatory 
compliance, corporate structure, land use, and 
commercial transactions.

Joshua Ashby is the Co-Chair of Lane Powell PC's 
Cannabis Team. He is currently the executive chair for 
the Washington State Bar Association's Cannabis Law 
Bar Section and has chaired the Annual NW 
Marijuana Law Conference since 2016. As an 
attorney, his practice focuses on business strategy and 
corporate planning.

Philip Buri founded Buri Funston Mumford & 
Furlong PLLC. He practices appellate and civil 
litigation, land use, and advises homeowner and 
community associations. He has been lead counsel in 
over 145 appeals in the three divisions of the Court of 
Appeals, the Washington Supreme Court, and the 
Ninth Circuit.

Fitz Couhig is the Chief Executive Officer with 
Pioneer Nuggets. Pioneer Nuggets is a tier 2 
production and processing company located in 
Arlington currently, employing 20 dedicated team 
members. He is a member of The Rotary Club of 
Arlington.

Jessica M. Cox is an associate in the Seattle office of 
Williams Kastner. She is a member of the firm’s 
Business Litigation and Labor and Employment 
practice groups.

Jerry B. Edmonds is a member at Williams Kastner 
and is based in the Seattle office. He has familiarity 
with numerous areas of substantive law and has served 
clients in a variety of industries including insurance, 
health care, banking, finance, leasing and 
transportation, as well as clients from a broad range of 
professional, manufacturing and distributing 
businesses. His experience includes advising, 
transactional work and litigation. 

Ryan C. Espegard is a partner at Gordon Thomas 
Honeywell LLP, in their Seattle office. His practice 
includes representing cannabis business licensees in 
regulatory, land use, and business disputes.

Kevin P. Hanchett, is the founder of Resource 
Transition Consultants LLC. His areas of expertise are 
receivership, debtor-creditor, commercial litigation, 
banking & financial disputes and real estate. He 
served on the committee that proposed the revised 
receivership statute which was signed into law in 
2004. He currently serves on the committee working 
on revisions to the statute. 

Faculty - Marijuana



Sam Mendez, attorney with Cultiva Law, dedicates 
his practice to corporate law, intellectual property, 
regulatory compliance, and litigation in representing 
the cannabis industry. Prior to private practice, he was 
the executive director of UW Law’s Cannabis Law & 
Policy Project. He is one of the founding members of 
the WSBA Cannabis Law Section.

Sativa M. Rasmussen, associate with Lane Powell 
PC, represents businesses in highly regulated 
industries with their transactional, regulatory and 
compliance needs. She has extensive experience 
negotiating transactions, drafting documents, and 
communicating the needs of her clients to the 
Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board and 
other administrative agencies.

Sylvia See has been a Senior Business Banker with 
Salal Credit Union since 2015 and works with law 
firms and cannabis businesses. She coordinates the 
complex banking needs of businesses that work under 
strict government oversight with an eye to maintaining 
strong relationships with clients and regulators. She 
has worked in banking since 1992 and started with 
Seafirst Bank.

Daniel Shortt is an attorney with Harris Bricken, 
focusing on Washington’s cannabis industry. He 
assists clients with their cannabis transaction and 
litigation needs. He is a frequent speaker and writer on 
cannabis-related issues and he has been featured in 
local and national publications.

Megan Vaniman, is an experienced employment law 
attorney and corporate advisor with Harris Bricken. 
Her practice is focused on employment advising, 
employment and labor litigation, and business 
litigation. She possesses particular expertise in State 
Administrative matters involving wage claims, 
harassment, and discrimination.

Oscar Velasco-Schmitz is the Director and Co-
Founder of Dockside Cannabis. In 2011 he co-
founded Dockside Co-Op, an award winning and 
nationally certified medical cannabis access point. 
Since the passage of initiative 502 in Washington 
State, he has co-launched multiple state licensed retail 
stores under the Dockside Cannabis brand.

Lindsey J. Weidenbach is a Principal with Jeffers 
Danielson Sonn & Aylward PS. Her primary areas of 
practice are tax law and 1031 exchanges, business and 
corporate law, as well as working with agriculture, 
highly regulated industries, and estate planning.



Credits

WA MCLE
This course has been approved for 8.5 hours of law and legal credit, and 1.0 hours of ethics CLE credit by 
the Washington MCLE board (Live Credits for In Person Attendance & Webcast). Self-Study credit will 
be available, specific credit amount to be determined. Go to our FAQ page for an explanation about Other 
CLE Credits. http://www.theseminargroup.net/customerservice.aspx#product-othercredit

OR CLE
This course has been approved by the Oregon State Bar for 8.5 general and 1.0 practical skills CLE 
credits (Live Credits for In Person Attendance & Webcast).

CA CLE
The Seminar Group is a State Bar of California approved MCLE provider; therefore, this course is 
approved for 8.75 general and 1.0 ethics CLE credits (Live Credits for In Person Attendance & 
Webcast).

Location

Crowne Plaza Seattle Downtown
1113 Sixth Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98101

Phone: 206-464-1980

The seminar is located in the Sequoia Room. Please call the venue for directions/questions.

PARKING
Onsite parking is available.  Please contact the venue for the current rate.

Fees

Live Seminar: 
Attorney $679.00

Government / Tribal / Non-Profit $579.00

Other Professionals $579.00

Student / Professor $479.00

Day One $530.47

Day Two $318.28

Live Webcast: 
Attorney $679.00

Government / Tribal / Non-Profit $579.00

Other Professionals $579.00

Student / Professor $479.00

Day One $530.47

Day Two $318.28

Pre Order On Demand: 
All Sessions $679.00

Pre Order MP3 Download: 
All Sessions $679.00

Pre Order DVD Homestudy: 
All Sessions $729.00

Pre Order CD Homestudy: 
All Sessions $729.00

Pre Order Materials Download: 
All Sessions $209.00

Pre Order Printed Materials: 
All Sessions $239.00

Go to our website to register:
www.TheSeminarGroup.net or call our office at 
800-574-4852 or 206-463-4400. You can also 
contact us at info@theseminargroup.net or by 
mail to The Seminar Group, P.O. Box 523, 
Vashon, WA 90870.

CANCELLATION POLICY: We will refund your 
tuition, less a $50 cancellation charge, if we 
receive your cancellation by 11/22/18. No 
refunds will be given after this date. Please 
note that if you do not cancel by the deadline 
and/or do not attend, you are still responsible 
for payment.

Register at

TSGregistration.net/5879

Marijuana


	Brochure for web - 1 - Overview - 14
	Brochure for web - 2 - Agenda - 11-9-8-1
	Brochure for web - 3 - Faculty - 35
	Brochure for web - 4 - Credits-Fees - 35-50

