
If you practice Construction Law, desire to practice Construction 
Law, or are confronted with matters involving Construction Law, 
you cannot afford to miss this conference. Learn recent 
developments in Washington and Federal case law, statutes and 
regulations. Learn how to protect the rights of your clients when 
dealing with public contracts, cutting edge contracting delivery 
methods, insurance, and bankruptcy. Find out from the mediator 
what strategies and tactics can help you settle your disputes through 
Alternative Disputes Resolution (ADR).

The Construction Law legal terrain is ever changing. Protect your 
company’s rights to receive payment for its work, and preserve 
defenses against unmeritorious demands. What you don’t know will 
hurt you!

Construction industry participants need to have the latest 
information to navigate the complex construction process in today’s 
world. Come learn from Washington State’s top construction 
lawyers. Our format of presenting the latest developments, with 
practical insights on the issues, has been time tested for over two 
decades.

Who Should Attend:

Architects
Attorneys
Contractors
Engineers
Municipal Employees
Government Employees

Seminar Overview

  SILVER SPONSOR 



Washington Construction Law
Thursday, September 19, 2019

9:00
PDT

Introduction and Overview – Day One 
Bruce P. Babbitt, Program Co-Chair

Jameson Babbitt Stites & Lombard PLLC

Paul R. Cressman, Jr., Program Co-Chair
Ahlers Cressman & Sleight PLLC

9:10 Special Presentation: Federal 
Construction Law - New Developments 
New statutes; new regulations; new cases 

James F. Nagle
Oles Morrison Rinker & Baker LLP

10:00 Developments in State and Federal Small 
Businesses Programs 
SBA regulation changes; HUD programs; women-
owned and minority-owned businesses 

Bruce P. Babbitt
Jameson Babbitt Stites & Lombard PLLC

10:45 Break 

11:00 Consensus Documents and AIA Updates 
Alan Bornstein

Jameson Babbitt Stites & Lombard PLLC

Garth A. Schlemlein
Schlemlein Fick & Scruggs PLLC

12:15 Midday Break 

1:30 Public Works Competitive Bidding 
Statutes governing state agency competitive 
bidding; grounds for challenging the award; bid 
responsiveness; the test for bid responsiveness; bid 
listing and anti-bid shopping statute; the bidder 
responsibility statute; consideration of bids by other 
than announced evaluation criteria; ambiguous and 
restrictive specifications; bid protest 

Arnold R. Hedeen
Hedeen & Caditz PLLC

2:15 Cutting-Edge Construction Project Tools
Integrated Project Delivery; Building Information 
Modeling 

Scott R. Sleight
Ahlers Cressman & Sleight PLLC

3:00 Break 

3:15 Construction Changes/Differing Site 
Conditions 
Typical changes; cardinal changes; quantum 
meruit/total cost; written change order 
requirements; Mike M. Johnson case; duty to 
proceed; reservation of rights; common law 
theories; risk shifting contract clauses; notice 

John P. Ahlers
Ahlers Cressman & Sleight PLLC

4:00 Bankruptcy Impacts on Construction 
Projects 
Automatic stay; relation-back perfection; different 
types of bankruptcy; the bankruptcy estate; 
avoidance powers; executory contracts; 
representing an owner/developer when the GC files 
bankruptcy (and vice versa); when a subcontractor 
files bankruptcy 

Donald A. Bailey
Attorney at Law

5:00 Adjourn & Reception ~ Sponsored by:  



Washington Construction Law
Friday, September 20, 2019

9:00
PDT

Introduction and Overview - Day Two 
Bruce P. Babbitt, Program Co-Chair

Jameson Babbitt Stites & Lombard PLLC

Paul R. Cressman, Jr., Program Co-Chair
Ahlers Cressman & Sleight PLLC

9:10 Washington Construction Law – New 
Developments 
Recent cases of interest addressing arbitration, 
attorneys’ fees, claim notice, construction defects, 
expert testimony, judicial estoppel, lien claims, sale 
of goods / UCC, settlement agreements, spoliation 
of evidence, statutes of limitation / repose, and 
work place safety 

Paul R. Cressman, Jr.
Ahlers Cressman & Sleight PLLC

10:00 Claims Against Design Professionals 
Updates; contracting issues; problem areas and 
practice tips 

Stanton P. Beck
Lane Powell PC

10:30 Break 

10:45 25 Years of Alternative Public Works 
Contracting in Washington 
Overview of the development of the 25 year old 
law; key legal issues that repeatedly arise under 
these delivery formats 

Michael P. Grace
Groff Murphy PLLC

11:30 Ethical Considerations for Construction 
Lawyers 

John A. Strait, Emeritus Professor of Law
Seattle University School of Law

12:30 Lunch ~ Sponsored By: 

1:45 Insurance Considerations 
Builders risk, liability insurance, and subrogation 
waivers—who pays first? Professional liability 
insurance - its increasing role in construction defect 
cases; new arguments over CGL exclusions; OCIPs 
and CCIPs - problems when everyone’s an insured; 
“I damaged your property?  Well you owe me 
money!” - settling the property damage case when 
a counterclaim is pending 

Todd C. Hayes
Harper | Hayes PLLC

2:30 Construction Defect Litigation  
Identifying claims to assert in construction defect 
lawsuits; drafting tips to trigger insurance; advising 
clients on potential risks and benefits of proceeding 
with litigation; key considerations in calculating 
damages 

Katie J. Comstock
Levy | von Beck | Comstock | PS

3:15 Break 

3:30 Labor & Employment Law in 
Construction 
The Trump National Labor Relations Board; 
modifications to the definition of independent 
contractors; wage and hour issues; recent state 
initiatives pertaining to benefits 

Matthew W. Lynch
Sebris Busto James

4:15 Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Richard H. Skalbania

Ashbaugh Beal LLP

5:00 Adjourn 



Bruce P. Babbitt, Program Co-Chair, is a founding 
member of Jameson Babbitt Stites & Lombard PLLC. 
He represents architects, private owners, public 
agencies, subcontractors, and general contractors in 
nearly all aspects of construction law and government 
contracting.

Paul R. Cressman, Jr., Program Co-Chair, is a 
founding member of Ahlers Cressman & Sleight 
PLLC and co-chairs the Construction Industry 
Practice Group. He represents general contractors, 
subcontractors, suppliers, owners, and design 
professionals in construction projects.

John P. Ahlers is a founding member of Ahlers 
Cressman & Sleight PLLC. His practice focuses on 
the resolution of construction disputes. His experience 
spans from small private projects to complex 
engineering, building, heavy construction, and 
insurance matters.

Donald A. Bailey has practiced bankruptcy law in 
Seattle since 1983. He specializes in business 
bankruptcy and individual bankruptcies involving 
substantial legal issues. He represents individual and 
corporate debtors, trustees, and creditors.

Stanton P. Beck is a shareholder and member of Lane 
Powell PC with the firm’s Construction Services 
Group where he devotes his practice to an array of 
complex contract and litigation matters with a focus 
on construction and products.

Alan Bornstein is a member of Jameson Babbitt 
Stites & Lombard PLLC where he has tried cases in 
state and federal courts, board of contract appeals, and 
arbitrations. He is a past Chair of the Construction 
Law Section of the Washington State Bar.

Katie J. Comstock is a shareholder at Levy | von 
Beck | Comstock | PS. Her practice focuses primarily 
on construction defect litigation, real estate disputes, 
commercial collection, and homeowner and 
condominium association disputes. 

Michael P. Grace practices construction law with 
Groff Murphy PLLC where he provides counsel and 
litigation services to general contractors, owners, 
sureties and insurers. He frequently negotiates and 
drafts a wide variety of construction agreements.

Faculty - Washington Construction Law



Todd C. Hayes is a member of Harper|Hayes PLLC, 
where he represents contractors, developers, and other 
business owners in insurance coverage disputes, 
construction defect litigation, and appeals. He 
frequently lectures on insurance coverage.

Arnold R. Hedeen is a member of Hedeen & Caditz 
PLLC, where his practice focuses on construction and 
government contract law. He has more than 30 years’ 
experience representing clients on procurement, 
construction and the dispute resolution process.

Matthew W. Lynch is a shareholder with Sebris 
Busto James. He represents private and public sector 
employers in all aspects of labor relations, and has 
negotiated hundreds of collective bargaining 
agreements, represented management in grievances 
and labor arbitrations, and handled many cases in 
front of the NLRB. 

James F. Nagle, Of Counsel at Oles Morrison Rinker 
& Baker LLP, is a nationally recognized attorney in 
government contract law. He is sought after for his 
counsel as consultant, expert witness or 
arbitrator/mediator by the government and its 
contractors. 

Garth A. Schlemlein is a founding member of 
Schlemlein Fick & Scruggs PLLC. His practice 
focuses on construction law, representing prime 
contractors, subcontractors, design professionals, 
fabricators, suppliers, owners, sureties and lending 
institutions.

Richard H. Skalbania is a partner at Ashbaugh Beal 
LLP and has been with the firm since its inception in 
1987. During his 30-year career, he has successfully 
represented clients in some of the most high-profile 
construction disputes in the Pacific Northwest.

Scott R. Sleight has been a partner with Ahlers 
Cressman & Sleight PLLC since 2007 and has 
practiced construction law for over twenty years. His 
practice includes representation of contractors and 
owners at the front end, during and at project 
conclusion.

John A. Strait is an Emeritus Professor of Law and 
Professional Ethics Counsel at Seattle University 
School of Law. Professor Strait has taught, researched, 
and written in the field of professional responsibility 
and legal malpractice since 1976.



Credits

WA MCLE
This course has been approved for 11.0 hours of law and legal credit and 1.0 hours of ethics CLE credit by 
the Washington MCLE board (Live Credits for In Person Attendance & Webcast). Self-Study credit will 
be available, specific credit amount to be determined.

OR CLE
This course has been approved by the Oregon State Bar for 11.0 general and 1.0 ethics CLE credits 
(Live Credits for In Person Attendance & Webcast).

CA CLE
The Seminar Group is a State Bar of California approved MCLE provider; therefore, this course is 
approved for 11.5 general and 1.0 ethics CLE credits (Live Credits for In Person Attendance & 
Webcast).

OH CLE
This course has been approved by the Supreme Court of Ohio Commission on Continuing Legal 
Education for 12.5 total CLE hour(s), with 1.0 of attorney professional conduct instruction (Live Credits 
for In Person Attendance ONLY). Credits for recorded courses not available.

AIA
This course has been approved by The American Institute of Architects for 12.5 LU’s (Live Credits for In 
Person Attendance ONLY). Day one is approved for 6.25 LUs and day two is approved for 6.25 LUs.  
Credits for recorded courses not available. The Seminar Group is an AIA CES Approved Provider.

IRMI
This course has been approved by the IRMI for 6.0 hours of CRIS reaccreditation credits (Live 
Credits for In Person Attendance ONLY). Credits for recorded courses not available.

Contractors & Engineers
Contractors and engineers may qualify for continuing education hours through the American Institute 
of Constructors or the Construction Management Association of America.

Location

Columbia Tower Club
701 Fifth Avenue
Seattle, WA 98104

Phone: 206-622-2010

The seminar is located in the Washington Room. Please call the venue for directions/questions.

PARKING
Parking is available at the Columbia Tower Club but garage is often filled by 9:00 AM. Other garages are 
available near by, a couple blocks away from the Pioneer Square Station.

Fees

Live Seminar: 
Attorney $799.00

Government / Tribal / Non-Profit $649.00

Other Professionals $649.00

Student / Professor $499.00

Day One $499.38

Day Two $499.38

Live Webcast: 
Attorney $799.00

Government / Tribal / Non-Profit $649.00

Other Professionals $649.00

Student / Professor $499.00

Day One $499.38

Day Two $499.38

On Demand: 
All Sessions $799.00

Single Session $99.00

MP3 Download: 
All Sessions $799.00

Single Session $99.00

DVD Homestudy: 
All Sessions $849.00

CD Homestudy: 
All Sessions $849.00

Materials Download: 
All Sessions $229.00

Printed Materials: 
All Sessions $259.00

Go to our website to register:
www.TheSeminarGroup.net or call our office at 
800-574-4852 or 206-463-4400. You can also 
contact us at info@theseminargroup.net or by 
mail to The Seminar Group, P.O. Box 523, 
Vashon, WA 90870.

CANCELLATION POLICY: We will refund 
your tuition, less a $50 cancellation charge, if 
we receive your cancellation by 9/13/19. No 
refunds will be given after this date. Please 
note that if you do not cancel by the deadline 
and/or do not attend, you are still responsible 
for payment.

Register at

TSGregistration.net/5960

Washington Construction Law
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